
Know Your Mandatory Reporting 
Requirements

This course will help practitioners who are subject to reporting re-
quirements associated with child abuse, elder abuse, spouse abuse, 
and duty to warn about violence. Increasingly these requirements 
ensnarl mental health professionals into difficult ethical dilemmas as 
they navigate the obligation to maintain confidentiality on the one 
hand, and meet the expectations of reporting laws on the other. 
Several factors are considered, including the variable state laws gov-
erning the duty to report, the need to report in a timely fashion, 
the intricacies of the reporting process (e.g. to whom, containing 
what information, etc.), and the ongoing concern about adverse 
consequences to clients and others (including oneself). Given these 
complexities, this topic has become essential knowledge for  prac-
ticing clinicians. This course uses legal case studies, and hypotheti-
cal situations to highlight the critical nuanced knowledge needed to 
manage mandatory reporting requirements.

Target Audience
Psychologists  Social Workers  Counselors 
Therapists   Psychiatrists  Nurses

Course level: Intermediate

Learning Objectives
At the end of this seminar, participants will be able to:
1. Identify the genesis of the law requiring mandated reporting.
2. Compare and contrast the distinctions of mandatory report-
ing of child abuse, elder abuse, spouse abuse, and duty to warn of 
violence.
3. Explain the components of the law pertaining to child abuse per-
petrator act,the categories of abuse, exclusions from reporting, and 
immunity from liability.
4. Compare and contrast various state law variations in child abuse 
reporting laws; especially the Pennsylvania and California statutes.
5.Name three criteria for clinical assessment of child abuse or ne-
glect indicators

Seminar Schedule

Typically begins at 1PM and ends at 4:15 
Eastern time.  There is one 15 minute 
break.  However, check the webinar schedule.

Outline
Begin 1 PM ET
Introduction to the essential balance
History of Mandatory Reporting requirements
Parallel to Tarasoff reporting requirement
Statutory Negligence requires a special relationship
Common law vs. Statutory Negligence
Statutory Definitions of abuse
Scope of reporting:
 Parallels to duty to warn of violence, but also elder    
abuse,spouse abuse, etc.
Special issues
 Reporting past abuse (historical abuse)
 Teen sex behavior exemption
 Role of internet and sexual abuse of children
 Psychical abuse as discipline
 Mandatory vs Voluntary reporting
 Psychologists, lawyers, teachers, and other mental health
Break 2:30-2:45 PM ET
 Exemptions to mandatory reporting
 Researcher exemption
 Forensic examiner exemption (attorney work product
 agency)
Responsibilities for reporting (with special emphasis on
Pennsylvania)
 The reporting process
 To whom and how quickly are reports made
 Child welfare services, who are they
  What happens after a report is made
Assessment of child abuse and neglect: a decision model
a. Interview
b. Documentation
c. How to talk to a child after they report
End 4:15 PM ET

The Presenter
Lawrence J. Raifman, Ph.D., J.D. earned his Ph.D and 
J.D. in clinical psychology and J.D. in law from the Uni-
versity of Arizona in 1981. He spent the early years of 
his career working as a legal associate at Piper and Mar-
bury before becoming Director, Department of Psychology 
at Clifton T. Perkins Hospital Center, and the Maryland 
state hospital for the criminally insane. There, as Direc-
tor and Co-Director of the Pre-trial forensic evaluation 
program, Dr. Raifman co-led a program that evaluated 
hundreds of defendants on issues of competence to stand 
trial, criminal responsibility, etc. He later became Direc-
tor of Forensic Services at the Springfield State Hospital 
Center, a regional state hospital in Maryland. Dr. Raifman 
has maintained a private practice in clinical and forensic 
psychology throughout his career. For more than twenty 
years, Dr. Raifman has been an adjunct clinical assistant 
professor in the Department of Psychology at Johns Hop-
kins University. There, he has taught courses in foren-
sics psychology. Over the years, Dr. Raifman has provided 
clinical supervision and training for many psychologists, and 
designed forensic evaluation programs. In his private prac-
tice, he has worked with families, children, teenagers, and
adults, and forensic matters. He has testified in court 
many times as a forensic expert.Continuing Education Credit

To earn CE’s, you must attend the entire webinar. No partial credit is available. For both the webinar and the home 
study version, you will have to pass a post-test with 80% correct and complete a seminar evaluation to earn the 
certificate. You can take the test up to three times.. Participants will earn 3 CE’s for attending once they have com-
pleted these requirements.
PSYCHOLOGISTS: tzkseminars is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing 
education for psychologists. tzkseminars maintains responsibility for this program and its content.
SOCIAL WORKERS: tzkseminars (Provider # 1242) is approved to offer social work continuing education by the 
Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) Approved Continuing Education (ACE) program. Organizations, not 
individual courses, are approved as ACE providers. State and provincial regulatory boards have the final authority 
to determine whether an individual course may be accepted for continuing education credit. tzkseminars maintains 
responsibility for this course. ACE provider approval period: 3/28/2022 to 3/28/2025. Social workers completing 
this course receive 3 general continuing education credits.
COUNSELORS: tzkseminars has been approved by NBCC as an Approved Continuing Education Provider, ACEP 
No. 6621.  Programs that do not qualify for NBCC credit are clearly identified.  tzkseminars is solely responsible for 
all aspects of the programs.
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an ap-
proved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers #0024. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed creative arts therapists #0001. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed marriage and family therapists #0003. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed mental health counselors #0004. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed psychoanalysts #0002. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Psychologists as an ap-
proved provider of continuing education for licensed psychologists #PSY-003. 
tzkseminars is accredited as a provider of continuing nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

Our seminars are available in two formats. The first is a live, interactive webinar. You can ask 
questions of our presenters, either by typing them or speaking into a microphone. If the webi-
nar time is not convenient for you, you can purchase the Home Study version. It is a recorded 
version of the webinar. You will have to pass a test to earn CE’s for both the live webinar 
and the Home Study version.

General Information
The TZKseminars educational planning committee members and this 
seminar’s presenter have no relationship with a commercial inter-
est pertinent to the content of this seminar.  Individuals with a 
disability or special need can go to tzkseminar.com to the Contact 
page to request accommodations.

This seminar has been reviewed and approved by Keith Hannan, 
Ph.D., Phil Rich, LICSW, Daphne Fatter, Ph.D., and Loreen Year-
ick, MSN, RN.  This approval expires on March 1, 2025.

To cancel a registration, go to the Contact page.  You will be 
charged $30 for any cancelled registration.

If you would like to file a grievance, go to tzkseminars.com and 
read our Grievance Policy.  Then, you can file a grievance on our 
Contact page.  You can also send a written grievance to:

    Tzkseminars
    103 East Bay View Drive
    Annapolis, Md. 21403


