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PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY

Distinguished Clinical Psychologist with over 40 years of experience specializing in forensic evaluations, trauma recovery, and academic instruction. Recognized expert witness in multiple jurisdictions with a record of over 1,500 evaluations performed in complex legal cases involving criminal responsibility, trial competency, merits of parenting, child welfare and personal injury. Pioneer in the treatment of PTSD and a dedicated educator who has shaped the careers of graduate students during three decades of adjunct professorship. Author of multiple publications on family stress and neuropsychology. Committed to advancing the field through evidence-based practice and professional mentorship.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Clinical Psychologist / Forensic Expert, Private Practice and Forensic Services		1982 - Present
· Forensic Evaluation and Expert Testimony: Conducted over 1,500 comprehensive psychological evaluations for children and adults involving trauma, abuse, and accidents, providing critical data to quantify neuropsychological and social damage for legal proceedings across multiple state court systems.
· Clinical Intervention and Family Therapy: Provided expert crisis intervention, play therapy, and individual counseling to hundreds of families and children, utilizing evidence-based practices to address complex emotional trauma and family dynamics.
· Professional Mentorship and Supervision: Served as a mentor for the National Register of Health Service Psychologists and a supervisor for doctoral candidates, guiding the clinical development of next-generation practitioners through rigorous academic and practical training.
Adjunct Professor (Graduate Division), Chestnut Hill College / DeSales University		1996 - 2014
· Academic Instruction and Curriculum Delivery: Facilitated advanced graduate-level courses in Psychopathology, Psychological Assessment, and Play Therapy ensuring that future psychologists mastered the complexities of trauma assessment and child intervention strategies.
· Clinical Training and Professional Development: Developed specialized course content for the Assessment and Treatment of Trauma, integrating contemporary research and practical case studies to enhance the diagnostic capabilities of graduate students.
Supervising Clinical Psychologist, Veterans' Administration Outpatient Medical Center		1979 - 1985
· Program Development and PTSD Specialization: Established one of the nation's inaugural treatment programs specifically designed for the diagnosis and treatment of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), significantly improving recovery outcomes for the veteran population.
· Clinical Leadership and Staff Management: Managed psychological services for a large outpatient medical center, leading a multidisciplinary violence reaction team and overseeing the clinical training of all support staff and doctoral interns.
Disability Determination Consultant, Social Security Administration		1986 - 1989
· Psychological Disability Assessment: Evaluated and reviewed hundreds of Social Security Administration claims, providing expert recommendations regarding the severity and extent of psychological disabilities to ensure accurate benefit determinations.
· Regulatory Compliance and Clinical Review: Analyzed complex medical and psychological records to verify clinical evidence of disability, maintaining high standards of accuracy and adherence to federal disability criteria.
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Consultant, Veterans' Outreach Center		1991 - 1993
· Veteran Reintegration and Trauma Therapy: Delivered specialized assessment and treatment services to Vietnam veterans suffering from chronic PTSD, focusing on long-term emotional stabilization and community reintegration.
· Targeted Clinical Support: Implemented trauma-informed care strategies for veterans who had previously been underserved, resulting in improved mental health stability for high-risk individuals.

SKILLS and TECHNOLOGIES

Professional Skills: Forensic Psychological Evaluation, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Specialist, Child and Play Therapy, Expert Witness Testimony, Crisis Intervention, Clinical Supervision, Psychopathology Instruction
Tools & Technologies:, Psychological Testing Software, Forensic Assessment Tools


EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology, State University of New York at Buffalo, NY	1980
M.A. in Psychology, Marywood University, Scranton, PA	1975
B.A. in Psychology, Farleigh Dickinson University, Teaneck, NJ	1972


CERTIFICATIONS and AFFILIATIONS (Past and Current)

· Fellow Status, Pennsylvania Psychological Association 
· Fellow Status, Ortho-Psychiatric Association
· Diplomat Status, Association of Biofeedback Clinicians 
· Diplomat Status, Prescribing Psychologist Registered
· American Psychological Association 
· National Alliance of Professional Psychology Providers
· International Association of Trauma Professionals 
· Lehigh Valley Psychological Association
· Philadelphia Society for Psychoanalytic Psychology 
· Academy of Psychologists in the Lehigh Valley (Past President) 
· American Board of Forensic Examiners – Board Certified 

LISTED
· National Health Register of Health Services Providers in Psychology


PUBLICATIONS

Esteve, R.: Identifying the Child at Highest Risk of Receiving Undue Stress within the Family System; The Family Therapist, 1982
Esteve, R. J.: Your Brain on Speed: Some Neuropsychological Thoughts About High Speed Driving; Der Gasser, 2020 Esteve, R. J. : Some Thoughts on Anxiety, a Global Pandemic and the Track; Der Gasser, 2021
Esteve, R. J.: So, You’ve Been Subpoenaed, TZK Seminars, (2026) 
Esteve, R. J.: Forensic Psychological Assessment; How to Assess the Assessment, TZK Seminars, (2026)








PRESENTATIONS

1982    First Union Bank, Allentown, PA
"Post Traumatic Stress Disorder"

1982    Lehigh Valley Psychiatric Association
"Diagnosis and Treatment of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder"

1983    Lehigh Valley Bar Association
"Childhood Needs in Family Conflict"

1984    Lehigh Valley Bar Association
"Psychological Assessment in Custody Disputes"

2013    Project Child
"Childhood Trauma"

2014    St. Luke's Hospital Symposium on Trauma
"The Diagnosis and Treatment of Trauma in Children"

2015    Lehigh Valley Bar Association
"Full Day Seminar: How to Assess the Assessment"

2017    Kids Peace
"How the Assessment Will Be Assessed"

2026    APA Approved Continuing Education - TZK Seminars (3 CEUs)
"So, You've Been Subpoenaed"

2026    APA Approved Continuing Education - TZK Seminars (3 CEUs)
“Forensic Assessment: How to Assess the Assessment”



COURSES TAUGHT

Lafayette College

1980		Undergraduate: Marital and Family Therapy
1981		Undergraduate: Personality Theory

Cedar Crest College

1980		Undergraduate: Psychology Systems
1981		Undergraduate: Psychological Assessment

Lehigh University

1981		Graduate: Introduction to Psychology
1981		Graduate: Theories of Development
1981 – 1984	Graduate: Childhood Development
1986		Undergraduate: Marital and Family Therapy

Chestnut Hill College (Graduate Division at DeSales University)

1987 – 2013	Graduate: Play Therapy 
1996 – 2012	Graduate: Psychopathology 
2000 – 2011	Graduate: Psychological Assessment 
2012		Graduate: Introduction to the Assessment and Treatment of Trauma 
2014		Graduate: Child Psychopathology 
2014		Graduate: Assessment and Treatment of Children and Adolescents 
2014		Graduate: Psychological Assessment 
2014		Graduate: Psychopathology
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