
Making Accurate Diagnoses: 
Ethical Considerations

Accuracy in diagnosis and record-keeping is critical for 
treatment planning and documentation of medical neces-
sity. Ethical codes from various organizations will be pre-
sented throughout the talk to emphasize the issues that 
need to be addressed. Misdiagnosis is common. Therapists 
can think more deliberately by using critical thinking and 
by being aware of ways to reduce the likelihood of cogni-
tive biases. You will have a practical, systematic way of 
making diagnoses using the DSM-5-TR by being aware of 
questionnaires that can facilitate the gathering of neces-
sary information. Cultural factors will also be considered 
within the context of the DSM-5-TRand the ethical 
codes. There will be a focus on differential diagnoses in 
exploring major depressive disorder and PTSD.

Target Audience
Psychologists  Social Workers  Counselors 
Therapists  Psychiatrists   Nurses

Course level: Intermediate

Learning Objectives
At the end of this seminar, participants will be able to:
1. Identify ethical code sections relevant to assessment, diagnoses 
and cultural factors and use critical thinking and debiasing tech-
niques to be able to challenge their own diagnostic conclusions to 
increase accuracy
2.Use a roadmap to diagnosis that incorporates a wider range of 
step-by-step information into reaching a diagnosis and writing bet-
ter treatment plans
3. Explain how DSM-5-TR is organized and how the Structured 
Clinical Interview for DSM-5 and other questionnaires can enhance 
accuracy and comprehensiveness
4. Explain how ultural factors are discussed in the DSM-5-TR 
5. Apply these techniques to the evaluation of depression and 
PTSD so that differential diagnoses can be made 

Seminar Schedule

The webinar outline is attached.  See the Live Webinar 
page for the start and end times.

Outline
Begin: 1 pm ET:
Ethical issues
Why is accurate diagnosis so important?
Critical thinking: Logic and debiasing techniques
Roadmap to diagnosis
Break: 2:30-2:45 ET
Exploring the DSM-5-TR: history, overview and appli-
cation
Using the Structured Clinical Interview for DSM-5-CV 
and other interviews and questionnaires
Cultural factors in the DSM-5-TR
Differential diagnosis with major depressive disorder 
and PTSD
End: 4:15

The Presenter

Dr. Williams is a licensed psychologist in Cali-
fornia (PSY6047), Washington, Alaska and 
British Columbia. He is a Board-certified neu-
ropsychologist (American Board of Profession-
al Neuropsychology) and a Fellow of the Na-
tional Academy of Neuropsychology. He was a 
clinical assistant professor at the University 
of Washington and Pepperdine University. He 
has published articles and book chapters and 
has presented in the U.S., Canada, Kuwait 
and Norway.

Continuing Education Credit

To earn CE’s, you must attend the entire webinar. No partial credit is available. For both the webinar and the 
home study version, you will have to pass a post-test with 80% correct and complete a seminar evaluation to earn 
the certificate. You can take the test up to three times.. Participants will earn 3 CE’s for attending once they have 
completed these requirements.
PSYCHOLOGISTS: tzkseminars is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing 
education for psychologists. tzkseminars maintains responsibility for this program and its content.
SOCIAL WORKERS: tzkseminars, llc, Provider Number 1242, is approved as an ACE provider to offer social work 
continuing education by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) Approved Continuing Education (ACE) 
program. Regulatory boards are the final authority on courses accepted for continuing education credit. ACE 
provider approval period: 3/28/25 to 3/28/28. Social workers completing this course receive 3 general continuing 
education credits.
COUNSELORS: tzkseminars has been approved by NBCC as an Approved Continuing Education Provider, ACEP 
No. 6621.  Programs that do not qualify for NBCC credit are clearly identified.  tzkseminars is solely responsible 
for all aspects of the programs.
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an ap-
proved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers #0024. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed creative arts therapists #0001. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed marriage and family therapists #0003. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed mental health counselors #0004. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health Practitio-
ners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed psychoanalysts #0002. 
tzkseminars is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Psychologists as an ap-
proved provider of continuing education for licensed psychologists #PSY0003. 
tzkseminars is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing professional development by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

Our seminars are available in two formats. The first 
is a live, interactive webinar. If the webinar time is 
not convenient for you, you can purchase the Home 
Study version. It is a recorded version of the webi-
nar. You will have to pass a test to earn CE’s for 
both the live webinar and the Home Study version. General Information

The tzkseminars educational planning committee members and this 
seminar’s presenter have no relationship with any ineligible compa-
nies-those whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, 
reselling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients.

Individuals with a disability or special need can go to tzkseminar.
com to the Contact page to request accommodations.

This seminar has been reviewed and approved by Keith Hannan, 
Ph.D., Laura Davie, LICSW, Tina Jenkins, Psy.D., and Loreen Year-
ick, MSN, RN.  This approval expires on March 1, 2028.

To cancel a registration, go to the Contact page.  You will be 
charged $30 for any cancelled registration.

If you would like to file a grievance, go to tzkseminars.com and 
read our Grievance Policy.  Then, you can file a grievance on our 
Contact page.  You can also send a written grievance to:

   tzkseminars, LLC
   168 West Lake Drive
   Annapolis, Md. 21403


